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Welcome to
Church Life.
2020 is here, and at the beginning
of a new year, a leap year (oh
yes you get an extra twenty-four
hours), the 20th year of the 3rd
millennium, the 20th year of the
21st century, and the 1st year of
the 2020s decade, (as if you didn’t
have enough to think about!) may
the future be written in God’s plans
for your life.
We live in an interesting, ever
changing world, which at times can
be deeply perplexing. We believe
that we demonstrate a trustworthy
church built upon the steadfast
name of Jesus. A place that inspires,
strengthens and comforts and
where people matter as much to us
as they do to God.

With 2020 eye vision, which
describes complete clarity and
sharpness of sight, we anticipate
the continued shift of culture in
society and take up the challenge
for the church to stand strong.
May Renewal be truly your spiritual
home and family. Where you learn
to grow and serve others. Where
you capture vision for your life,
thrive in your uniqueness, but never
live out of individualism. We see
what we are a part of: a kingdom
following Jesus as King and a church
on a mission lift up His name.
Through this copy of Church Life
may you grow your 2020 vision, see
God clearly and get into the right
flow for all He calls you to be.
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Locations & Services
CHELMSLEY

SOLIHULL

In the heart of a lively neighbourhood
within Solihull, Renewal Chelmsley is a
combined location and Family Centre.
We love to serve our community, gather
together and make you feel part of the
family.

Our Solihull location is the hub of
the Renewal movement, where
over a thousand gather each week
across various services. The dynamic
atmosphere and generational touch is
just the beginning.

READ MORE ON PAGE 5

READ MORE ON PAGE 7

STRATFORD

A growing and welcoming location,
currently at home in Stratford-upon-Avon
College, drawing people from all over
the borough to Shakespeare’s own town.
You are assured of a warm welcome and
an uplifting time.
READ MORE ON PAGE 9
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Church Life

Next Steps & Alpha

Page 11 - 24

Pages 25 - 26

Explore the regular daily, weekly and
monthly ways you can connect across
our Renewal locations.

Becoming a Christian is the best
decision you will ever make. Let us
help you with your next steps.

Dates For Your Diary

Groups

Check out all the events you can get
involved with throughout the life of
the church.

We have a variety of groups you can
join throughout the life of the church.
Find out more here.

Page 33 - 44

Page 45 - 50

Younger Generations
TinyTime (0-4years) Page 27
FaithBuilders (2-11years) Page 28
Youth (11-17years) Pages 29 - 30
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Chelmsley
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About us

Planning a visit?

In the heart of a lively
neighbourhood within Solihull,
Renewal Chelmsley is a combined
location and Family Centre. We love
to serve our community, gather
together and make you feel part of
the family.

Our Renewal Chelmsley Family
Centre is located at:
Renewal Chelmsley
Walnut Close
Chelmsley Wood
B37 7PU
If you would like any more
information then visit our
website or contact one of our
friendly team.

Connect with us

@renewalchelmsley

renewalcc.com/chelmsley
hello@renewalcc.com
0121 711 7300

Our service
We would love to invite you
to join us at one of our familyfriendly church services.
Our Family Centre has a parent
and baby room and a dedicated
team leading our children’s
programme, FaithBuilders, during
each service.

SUNDAY

Join us for refreshments after
the service. We look forward to
meeting you!
11AM
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About us

Planning a visit?

Our Solihull location is the hub of
the Renewal movement, where
over a thousand gather each
week across various services.
The dynamic atmosphere and
generational touch is just the
beginning.

Our Renewal Solihull campus is
located at:

Connect with us

@renewalcc

Renewal Solihull
Lode Lane
Solihull
B91 2JR
If you would like any more
information then visit our
website or contact one of our
friendly team.
renewalcc.com/solihull
hello@renewalcc.com
0121 711 7300

Our services
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SUNDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

Sunday services are open
to everyone and feature
dynamic music and relevant
teaching. Our children’s work,
FaithBuilders, runs at both
services.

Renewal Nights is an all-in
worship encounter night!
We will create space for
God’s presence, He will move
and we believe you will be
refreshed!

Our midweek service is held
in our chapel. The intimate
service includes a short
message, communion and
worship. All ages are welcome
- we’d love to see you there!

10AM / 12PM

7:30PM

11AM

Solihull
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Stratford
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About us

Planning a visit?

A growing and welcoming location,
currently at home in Stratfordupon-Avon College, drawing
people from all over the borough to
Shakespeare’s own town. You are
assured of a warm welcome and an
uplifting time.

Renewal Stratford meets at
Stratford-upon-Avon College:

Connect with us

@renewalstratford

Stratford-upon-Avon College
Alcester Road
Stratford-upon-Avon
CV37 9QR
If you would like any more
information then visit our
website or contact one of our
friendly team.
renewalcc.com/stratford
hello@renewalcc.com
0121 711 7300

Our service
We would love to invite you to
join our family-friendly service
where everyone is welcome.
The service starts at 10:30AM
but why not join us for some
refreshments at 10AM.

SUNDAY

FaithBuilders and Youth provide
fun and engaging activities
during the service.
We look forward to meeting you!
10:30AM
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Youth

Chelmsley | 7 - 8:30PM
If you are aged between 11-16
(Year 7-11) then you are invited to
join us at Youth on a Monday night.
We meet together in the heart of a
lively neighbourhood in Chelmsley
Wood. There’s plenty to do; table
tennis, games consoles, pool and
air hockey and more. During the
evening we play some great team
games together too.
So come and join us for a fun time.
There is ZERO cost, just bring
along some money for the tuck
shop where you can grab a can
and an array of chocolatey treats.
We looking forward to seeing you
there!
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Men’s Prayer Group
Solihull | 6:30AM
Our Men’s Prayer Group meets on
a Tuesday morning in the Renewal
Solihull Family Centre. This is open
to any men that would like to
come along and pray. We pray for
our local church needs and the
fulfilment of our mission and vision.

TinyTime

Solihull

TinyTime is a stay & play group
for children 0-4 years old. We run
TinyTime sessions during term time
at Renewal Chelmsley and Renewal
Solihull Family Centres.
For more information on dates,
times and prices go to page 27.
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Renewal Nights
An all-in worship encounter night!
Jan 7th | Feb 4th | Mar 3rd | Apr 7th
Solihull | 7:30PM
You can only meet tomorrow with
the strength you have today.
We often look to be refreshed
through people, circumstances,
experiences or things, when in fact
the Holy Spirit living in us offers this
on a daily basis. He is like a well
of living water rising from within
you, for today’s sustenance and
tomorrow’s confidence.
Each month we are looking
to refuel and tap into a fresh
encounter of the Holy Spirit. Our
quest is to reopen the wells to
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revive and restore lives. We hold
to a higher level of expectancy
and faith at the ongoing and ongrowing work of the Spirit in us,
which is essential if we are to do
what He calls us to do.
If you have never encountered God
in tangible ways, this is for you.
If you realise how much you are
dependent upon the infilling of the
Spirit, this is for you.
We will create space for God’s
presence, He will move and we
believe you will be refreshed!

So that times of refreshing will
stream from the Lord’s presence
Acts 3:19 TPT
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Wednesday Service
Solihull | 11AM
The midweek service is held in our
chapel and is an intimate service
which includes a short message,
communion and worship.
The atmosphere is quiet, personal,
reflective and relaxed. Coffee and
cake are served afterwards.

TinyTime

Solihull

TinyTime is a stay & play group
for children 0-4 years old. We run
TinyTime sessions during term time
at Renewal Chelmsley and Renewal
Solihull Family Centres.
For more information on dates,
times and prices go to page 27.
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Rehearsals
There are many elements that make
up a service; a lot of hard work and
preparation goes into each one. On
weekday nights our teams come
together to prepare, rehearse and
pray for all our weekly services.
If you aren’t yet part of a team that
attends rehearsals, you can still play
your part by praying for those who
are.
To all who are part of our service,
thanks for what you do - you help
make Renewal a life changing
place!

TinyTime

Chelmsley & Solihull
TinyTime is a stay & play group
for children 0-4 years old. We run
TinyTime sessions during term time
at Renewal Chelmsley and Renewal
Solihull Family Centres.
For more information on dates,
times and prices go to page 27.
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Prayer Gathering

Stratford | 7:30PM

Join us in prayer on the first
Thursday of the month. We’ll be
meeting on the 9th January for the
first one in 2020.
The gathering is open to everyone
and we pray for our community, the
church and each other.

Prayer Gathering
Chelmsley | 7:30PM

Join us in prayer on the first
Thursday of the month.
The gathering is open to everyone
and we pray for our community, the
church and each other.
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Youth

Solihull | 7PM
If you’re in Year 7-13 then you’re
invited to Youth on a Friday night.
Hang out with friends, play games
consoles, table football and tennis.
Take part in our epic team games,
join us in worship and listen to
relevant and exciting messages that
the youth generation needs to hear
- and it’s all FREE. See you there!
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Collective Prayer

Solihull | 9 - 10:30AM

Our Collective Prayer times draw
every culture, generation and
location together and take place on
the first Saturday of each month.
We gather together to pray into
our Mission, Values and Vision;
to see the gospel change lives
throughout the heart of the nation
and pray for our immediate and
future needs.
Come and stand with us as we pray.
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Forget Thee Not
Solihull | 11AM

Forget Thee Not is a group for
women who have experienced loss
of any kind. We are committed to
supporting each other as we share
our experiences.

Our next meeting dates are:
18th January
15th February
21st March
18th April

We meet once a month on
Saturday mornings. Join us at
10:45AM for coffee and cake.

Church On The Streets
Stratford | 1 - 2:30PM
15th Feb & 14th Mar

Church On The Streets is a great
opportunity for us to reach people where
they are, tell them about the church
and pray for our local community.
Get in contact with us at
stratford@renewalcc.com
if you would like to be involved.
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Sunday Services
We meet in various locations across
the Heart of the Nation. We look
forward to welcoming you!

Chelmsley

11AM

Find out more on page 5

Solihull

10AM / 12PM

Find out more on page 7

Stratford

10:30AM

Find out more on page 9
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Bring & Share

Chelmsley & Stratford
We have a regular ‘Bring & Share’
at our Chelmsley and Stratford
locations.
Bring some food suitable for
sharing (hot or cold) and grab a
well deserved lunch together as
a church family after our morning
services.

Chelmsley
Bring & Share at Chelmsley is on
the first Sunday of every month.

Stratford
Our next Bring & Share date is the
9th February.

Prayer Gathering

Solihull | 9:30 & 11:30AM

Join us in the chapel on Sunday
as we pray before the services for
the Mission, Values and Vision, the
preacher and message, salvations,
the Holy Spirit to move and those
requests we receive for prayer. This
is a time that can catalyse great
change and you can be a part of
this vibrant prayer army.
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FaithBuilders
All Locations

FaithBuilders is the Sunday school
department across our Renewal
locations.
We lay a foundation of faith that
will allow the children to grow in
God now and provide an anchor
for their future. We do this by
providing a fun, safe, caring and
friendly environment.
For more information on
FaithBuilders go to page 28.

YL

Solihull | 1:30 - 3:30PM
YL is our Young Ladies & Young
Lions ministry for those in year
9 - 13. We are passionate about
seeing a generation rise up to
be confident in their faith, show
courage and be solid in their
walk with God. YL is a safe place
for us to speak into the real life
challenges that both girls and
guys encounter.
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“ the BEST
DECISION
I made was
to FOLLOW
JESUS ”
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Alpha
Alpha is a series of interactive
sessions that ask life’s big
questions and explore the basics
of the Christian faith in a friendly
environment. No pressure. No
follow up. No charge. Why not join
us for a meal (it’s on us) and find
out more?
Becoming a Christian and choosing
to follow Jesus is the best decision
you will ever make. We want to
help you with your next steps as
you discover this new way of life.

To find out when the next Alpha
course starts and how to register
visit renewalcc.com/alpha,
email us at alpha@renewalcc.com
or call us on 0121 711 7300.

Next Steps is designed to support
you as you embark on your journey
with Jesus and includes a fun,
informal event and some helpful
materials to get you started.
Events take place after our regular
services on Sunday. They last just
under an hour and there is always
cake! Next Steps Events are the
perfect opportunity to ask any
questions you may have about
being a Christian.
To explore more Next Steps
resources and get support on your
journey visit our website at
renewalcc.com/nextsteps, email
us at nextsteps@renewalcc.com or
give us a call on 0121 711 7300.

26

TinyTime is a stay & play group for
children 0 - 4 years old. We run
TinyTime sessions during term time
at Renewal Chelmsley and Renewal
Solihull Family Centres.
At each session you can join in a
variety of play and craft activities.
At the end of each session we
finish by singing rhymes and songs.
Everyone is welcome.

Chelmsley

Solihull

Morning Sessions

Morning Sessions

Tuesday (0 - 4 years)
10 - 11:30AM
£1 per child, per session

Wednesday (0 - 4 years)
10 - 11:30AM
£1 per child & £1 per adult,
per session
Thursday (0 - 4 years)
10 - 11:30AM
£1 per child & £1 per adult,
per session

Booking & More Info
You do not need to book in
advance to take part in any
TinyTime sessions. If it is your first
time, please contact us to arrange
your visit.
For more information please email
us at tinytime@renewalcc.com or
call us on 0121 711 7300.

Team
TinyTime is now recruiting new
volunteer team members. If you are
available on Tuesday, Wednesday
or Thursday and enjoy spending
time with children, parents and
carers contact our team at
tinytime@renewalcc.com.

renewalcc.com/tinytime
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Afternoon Sessions Afternoon Sessions
Thursday (0 - 4 years)
1 - 2:30PM
£1 per child, per session

Tuesday (0 - 12 months)
1 - 2:30PM
£1 per child & £1 per adult,
per session
Wednesday (0 - 4 years)
1 - 2:30PM
£1 per child & £1 per adult,
per session

FaithBuilders is Renewal’s Sunday
school department for children
aged 2-11 years (Year 6) at our
Solihull location and 3-11yrs (Year
6) at our Chelmsley and Stratfordupon-Avon locations.
We lay a foundation of faith that
helps children to grow in God and
provides an anchor for their future.
We do this by providing a fun, safe,
caring and friendly environment.
At FaithBuilders, we want the
children to experience Jesus in such

a way that it challenges them to
live a life that is different.
Each session we run is filled with
extravagant worship, fantastic fun
and biblical depth, as we aim to
inspire the children to have the
confidence to step out and impact
their world.
You do not need to book
in advance to take part in
FaithBuilders. For more info email
us at faithbuilders@renewalcc.com
or call us on 0121 711 7300.
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Youth

Renewal Solihull
Friday | 7 - 9:30PM
If you’re in year 7-13 then you’re
invited to Youth on a Friday night.
Hang out with friends, play games
consoles, table football and tennis.
Take part in our epic team games,
join us in worship and listen to
relevant and exciting messages that
the youth generation needs to hear
- and it’s all FREE. See you there!

Valentine’s Disco
Renewal Solihull
Friday 14th February
7 - 10PM | £7

On Friday 14th February we will be
having our Youth Valentine’s Disco!
The night will be filled with music, a
dance floor, endless food and treats
and a lot of love in the air! Bring
your mates for what will be a night
full of good vibes!

29

renewalcc.com/youth

Youth Half-Term
Hangouts

Renewal Solihull Café
Sunday 16th February
9 - 10AM | £5
We are gathering for our half-term
hangout over breakfast! So bring
along £5 for a morning gathered
around the table with food and
games! From there, we’ll all head to
the 10AM service together.

YL

Renewal Solihull
Sunday 19th January
Sunday 16th February
Sunday 15th March
Sunday 19th April
1:30 - 3:30PM

@solihullyouth

YL is our Young Ladies &
Young Lions ministry for those
in year 9 - 13. We are passionate
about seeing a generation rise up
to be confident in their faith, show
courage and be solid in their walk
with God. YL is a safe place for us
to speak into the real life challenges
that both girls and guys encounter.
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Helping Hands
Helping Hands provides emergency
food provision to individuals and
families throughout the borough of
Solihull.
Helping Hands has given out over
1000 food parcels to individuals
and families during 2019.
Thank you for your weekly food
donations. Please realise that
if every person committed to
contributing just one item every
week, Helping Hands would
consistently receive over 1000
items every single week! This would
result in the storehouse being
well stocked, therefore ensuring
that we are able to give out more
emergency food supplies to the
many people who are facing a
period of food deprivation. You can
help to make a huge difference to
the lives of others.
Your donations will be gratefully
received before and after each
service at the Helping Hands
collection points at each Renewal
location. Alternatively, during
office hours throughout the week,
donations can be delivered to
Renewal Solihull Reception.

Please support Helping Hands by
giving any of the following items:
Tinned meat
Tinned stews
Tinned casseroles
Tinned curries
Tinned fish
Tinned potatoes
Tinned carrots, mixed vegetables,
Sweetcorn
Tinned tomatoes
Corned beef
Soup
Baked beans
Cereals
Jam
Small jars of coffee
Teabags
Tinned fruit
Tinned rice pudding
Shower gel
Toothpaste
Deodorant
For more information on Helping
Hands and referrals please visit
renewalcc.com/helpinghands or
call us on 0121 711 7300.

Get a shopping list online at
renewalcc.com/helpinghands
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Great food & drinks!
A firm favourite with the locals,
our Café is at the heart of our
Family Centre. Grab a coffee,
start your day off right with
one of our breakfasts, join us
for lunch or come and enjoy a
Sunday roast served every week.

Renewal Café

We are open from 9AM - 3PM,
Sunday - Friday.
Renewal Family Centre
Vulcan Road, Solihull
B91 2JY
Check out our menu at
renewalcc.com/familycentre

Grab a coffee!

Renewal Coffee Shop

Come and enjoy a drink and
snack at our Renewal Coffee
Shop. We serve bacon baps,
toasted sandwiches, homemade
cakes and a selection of hot and
cold drinks.
We are open from 9AM - 3PM,
Tuesday - Thursday.
Renewal Chelmsley
Walnut Close,
Chelmsley Wood
B37 7PU
For more information visit
renewalcc.com/familycentre
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Baptism Service
Solihull | 6PM
Sunday 9th February
Join us for our Baptism Service as
we celebrate an important first step
for those being baptised in their
journey of following Jesus!

“Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved”
Acts 16:31
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Divorce &
Separation
Sundays 19th April - 7th June | 9 - 11:45AM
Separation and divorce can lead
to lots of unforeseen life changes
and questions about the future. We
want to journey with, support and
equip you to find a way forward in
life.
Our Divorce & Separation course
is for men and women and it is
facilitated by people who have all
been divorced themselves.
The topics include:
•
•
•
•
•

Handling a range of emotions
Communicating effectively
Resolving conflict and
forgiveness
Managing other relationships
Moving forward

“I recently attended the
Divorce & Separation course
- something I never dreamed
I would qualify for. It is
one thing to be told that
you are cared about, quite
another to feel that you
are. I felt validated both as
a person and a Christian.
I would recommend this
course to anyone who has
been through the process of
separation and divorce, even
if it was a long time ago.”

The course runs 9 - 11:45AM on
19th April - 7th June. For more
information and to register contact
pastoralcare@renewalcc.com.
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Teaching Series
The Flow Of Culture

Stress To Impress

We open the year with our key
prophetic message on ‘The Flow
Of Culture’ using the text from
Paul’s experiences in Athens. This
culture, vastly different from the
Jewish world, clearly teaches us
to share Jesus and find points of
engagement in the marketplace,
family home and with our friends.

We would all like to manage and
reduce stress in our lives. To do that
we avoid what is unhealthy and find
a rhythm in God that redistributes
those pressures. Most of us keep
busy to impress others. Others
avoid life altogether. Either way, we
have a God that wants us to cope
with demands and pressures.

Standing Strong

For The Love Of Money

To stand strong in the world
today means to be on the solid
foundation of the name of Jesus. To
live for him in a culture that feels
like you are swimming against the
tide you’ll need the right values,
food and confidence in who you
are. You’ll need wisdom, boldness,
integrity and to be a strong
witness. You’ll need Prayer, the
Word of God and the Holy Spirit.
Let’s be a Daniel, lift our heads
above the parapet and resolve not
to be swept away.

In Paul’s letter to Timothy he was
well aware of how challenging
his words would be about money
- for all time. This is a question
regarding what we love the most.
Jesus spoke about money and
material possessions more than any
other topic and we believe it is an
important topic for our lives and
Christian walk today.

These messages look at the world
of Daniel that had displaced God
and built a contrary way of living.
Daniel demonstrated the kind of
person God calls us to be!

We are so excited for what God
is doing in our Youth and this
service at the end of March is an
opportunity for us to receive and
release as the Youth lead the way.

January

January - February
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March

April

Youth Takeover
29th March

Subscribe to
our YouTube
channel to
watch live.
renewalcc.com/live

We’re on Spotify
and iTunes.
Subscribe and listen
online by searching for
‘Renewal Church’
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Meet the Pastors
Solihull | 2 - 3PM
Sunday 2nd February
Meet the Pastors is a great
opportunity to get to know your
Pastors and Staff team a little more
over coffee and cake. The event will
take place after Sunday services
at Solihull and registration will be
required to attend.

Walk of Witness
Good Friday 10th April | 11AM

Join our Solihull congregation as we
take part in the Solihull Churches
Together Walk of Witness.
The Walk of Witness will start
at 11AM on Good Friday at
at St Augustines Church
on Herbert Road, Solihull.
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Easter at Renewal
Good Friday 10th April
Solihull 10AM & 6PM

Easter Sunday 12th April
All locations & Services

Who Is This?
On a day called Palm Sunday,
when Jesus came into the city of
Jerusalem to great celebration,
there was so much interest and
intrigue around him that the entire
crowd asked: “Who is this?” Over
Easter, we ask ourselves the same
question, so that many more can
understand who Jesus really is, and
the impact He has on us today.

Celebrate with us
Celebrate Easter with us across all
our locations - we have services on
Good Friday and Easter Sunday.
Easter is a fantastic opportunity for
you to invite your friends, family
and colleagues to church. Look
out for all our Easter services and
events in early 2020 on our website
at renewalcc.com/easter.

renewalcc.com/easter
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LABS
Solihull | 9:30AM - 12PM
Saturday 25th January
Join us for our brand new and
exciting Woman to Woman Labs.
Labs will be focusing on particular
topics, facilitated by women from
the church - for whom the topic is
pertinent and relevant.
These will be small groups where
you will be able to share, discuss,
and reference scriptures form
the Bible to explore solutions to
common challenges that we find in
our life and faith.
Look out for details of all the
sessions and how to sign up.
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COMPASSION
FUNDRAISING
Part of the vision of the Woman to
Woman ministry is to support some
‘causes’ both locally and globally.
We are to be women who are for
other women.
Woman to Woman are delighted
to share with you a very special
project that we have just started
partnering with; Compassion Child
Survival Project, Philippines.
We need to raise £7,000 to support
this project from September 2019
to July 2020. We are therefore
asking all our women to help us
raise the money for this worthy
cause.
Please feel free to do anything and
everything you can. Throw yourself
out of a plane, hold a bake sale, run
5k, organise a concert or coffee
morning. Literally, its up to you!
Let us know what you are doing to
fundraise by emailing us at
women@renewalcc.com.

SPIRITUAL
MENTORING
PROGRAMME
If you didn’t get the chance to
participate in the 2019 Spiritual
Mentoring Programme, we are
pleased to announce that the
submissions for the second year of
mentoring, beginning in June, will
be launching in March.
We’ll let you know how to get
involved. Meanwhile, if you have
any questions you can email the
team at women@renewalcc.com.

WEEKEND
AWAY
18th - 20th September
The first Woman to Woman
Weekend Away is happening in
September!

Building relationships.
Sharing life. Growing in faith.

Register your place by visiting
renewalcc.com/wtowweekendaway.
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Carriers & Runners
Leadership Special
The best leadership input for the best of Renewal’s leaders
Solihull | Sunday 15th March | 7 - 8PM

The vision at Renewal is to take
the gospel of Jesus ‘From One To
Many.’ To do that we have carriers;
those who can take responsibility,
bear the load and carry a part of
the vision themselves. We also have
runners; those who see the vision
in their spirit and will run with it
to take it further and faster and
release it into the hands of others.
These nights are for partners
who already have leadership
responsibilites, or are emerging
and desiring to grow in leadership
potential.
‘Carriers & Runners’ gives us the
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opportunity to analyse where
we are and what we need. It also
helps us see the demographics
of leadership within the church
and shape plans for leadership
development.
We make no apologies that this
is centred around serving and
servant-heartedness. We believe
that God has placed within the
family all we need. Can we ask
you to ensure that you are in
an effective place of service for
Renewal? Can we encourage you
to find the space in your life that
blesses the mission, values and
vision of the church?

FROM TIME TO TIME WE HAVE
FAMILY FRIENDS THAT COME TO
SHARE WITH US - JOIN US FOR
THESE INSPIRATIONAL TIMES

Dr. Andrew Ollerton
Solihull | 10AM & 12PM
Sunday 12th January
We are honoured to be welcoming
Dr Andrew Ollerton who will be
talking to us on the importance
of the Bible in today’s world.Dr
Ollerton is a pastor and theologian
with experience of leading and
planting churches. Andrew works
with the Bible Society as author of
The Bible Course which provides
an accessible way for people to
engage with the Bible. It will be a
weekend not to miss!

Life & Witness Course
Solihull | 10AM - 1PM
Saturday 7th March
This free course is based on
principles that will equip you to tell
others about Jesus and strengthen
your own faith. Get it in your diary
and invite others to come along!
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Excel Breakfast
Saturday 29th February | 9AM
Hogarth’s Hotel | £5 per person
You do well and excel in every respect—in unstoppable faith, in powerful
preaching, in revelation knowledge, in your passionate devotion, and in
sharing the love we have shown to you. So make sure that you also excel
in grace-filled generosity.
2 Corinthians 8:7 (TPT)

After a very successful first Excel
breakfast we are doing it again.
November was a valuable time of
networking, sharing and inspiring.
There are many ways to give, and
utilising everyone in the Renewal
family to help strengthen and
move the church forward is very
important work.
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We invite the business community
of Renewal to come along. We
want to bring those who believe
they have a ministry in giving and
generosity together as we seek
to invest financial resource and
strategic expertise into the next
stage of the life of Renewal.
You must be registered to attend.

Mot-HER-’s DAY

Sunday 22nd March
All Locations & Services
On Mother’s Day we will be
celebrating and demonstrating
our appreciation of all women and
mothers across the church family.
After all this is HER DAY!
Every age and every stage are to
be valued and encouraged that
there is no godly height they
cannot reach. We love celebrating
all the women that contribute so
much to our family at Renewal.
Join us for Mother’s Day across our
locations and services!
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Connect Groups
“So now I am giving you a new
commandment: Love each other.
Just as I have loved you, you should
love each other. Your love for one
another will prove to the world that
you are my disciples.”
John 13:34-35
In the Word, Jesus gives us a new
commandment, but it doesn’t
sound that new. The command
to love is a theme throughout
the Bible. The Jewish Law in the
Old Testament tells us to love our
neighbour as we love ourselves.
When Jesus is asked what was the
greatest commandment from the
Jewish law, He replies;
“You must love the Lord your God
with all your heart, all your soul,
and all your mind.
This is the first and greatest
commandment. The second is
equally important: ‘Love your
neighbour as yourself’.”
In some of His last words to
the disciples Jesus repeats but
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increases this commandment.
Until this point, we are called to
love others with the standard with
which we love ourselves, but from
John 13 onwards we are called to
love others in the way that Jesus
loves us. We are no longer the
benchmark for how we treat each
other - Jesus is!
So what does this have to do with
Connect Groups? If we claim to be
a follower of Jesus, then we have
to love others. Love only exists in
strong and close relationships. You
can’t love sitting in rows, we have
to come face to face with each
other, be known and needed by
each other.
If you aren’t already in a Connect
Group then we would really
encourage you to try one, try a
few, try them all - but keep going
until you find one where you can
build deep, loving, supportive
relationships. After all, the mark of
Jesus’ disciples is that we love one
another.

Area Leaders
We joined Renewal Christian
Centre in 1998 and shortly
afterwards became partners. We
felt so welcome right away and
have never looked back.
It has always been on our hearts
to serve God in any way we can,
as directed by the needs of the
local church and the guidance
of the Holy Spirit. Being part of
a large church like Renewal, we
found many opportunities to serve
in Helping Hands, Prayer Ministry,
Car Park and Welcome Team. It
is such a joy to serve, we highly
recommend it!
Across all our locations we have
Area Leaders. They are allocated to
specific areas to make sure there is
someone local to provide pastoral
support.
Area Leaders have two main roles;
help people in their area integrate
into the Renewal and support
Connect Group leaders to lead and
grow their groups. If you want to
contact your Area Leader email us
at groups@renewalcc.com and let
us know your postcode!

We were appointed Area Leaders of
Dorridge and Hockley Heath Ward
in 2000, providing oversight to
Connect Groups in our area, as well
as leading the Nigerian Connect.
Our heart is to encourage others
and offer support for those in our
community. It is our prayer that
the Renewal family will continue to
grow in the grace and knowledge
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.
Polycarp & Angelina

46

Building a Connect Group
I have the privilege of leading two
very different Connect Groups. The
first group meet once a fortnight.
When we first started, we took
turns sharing our story. It became
apparent that we all had past
hurts and emotional needs which
connected us deeply. Having met
with God and each other, we leave
our meeting feeling a whole lot
better than when we came in.
The second group meets once
a month on a Saturday morning
to pray for Aston Villa Football
Club. God has given us great
contacts at the club and we are
currently praying for players and
for the appointment of a new
Club Chaplain. We have been led
to pray for other teams including
Birmingham City, Doncaster Rovers
and Portsmouth Football Club. God
is working in clubs right across the
country, so we renamed our group
‘Faith and Football Connect Group’
so we can spread our net wider
and believe God for a move in the
beautiful game.
John
If you want to know more about
any of the groups email us at
groups@renewalcc.com and one of
the team will be able to help you.
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Wellbeing
Through
Faith

Over the last year we have been
piloting a group called ‘Wellbeing
Through Faith’. Looking at what the
Bible says about our emotional and
mental health, the group runs for
six weeks and covers topics such
as gratitude, forgiveness, thoughts,
self-compassion, fear, anxiety,
identity and purpose.
The group has been written by
mental health professionals and
is great for anyone experiencing
a mental or emotional health
difficulty. This group is also for

those who just want to know how
to keep their minds healthy and
fixed on Jesus. To join the next
Wellbeing Through Faith group
email one of our team at
groups@renewalcc.com.
Attending the Well-being
Through Faith course was
such a good experience for
me. I realised just how much
God really cares about our
Mental Health. I found it so
encouraging and didn’t want
the six weeks to end.

New Believers Groups
We have a number of different
groups for people who are new to
following Jesus.
Perhaps you’ve been on Alpha and
want to continue on your journey
of exploring who Jesus is. Maybe
you’ve recently been baptised and
now want to develop your walk
with God, perhaps you’re a bit
unsure where to start with reading
the Bible or how to pray, when to
pray or what to pray.

Get involved

If you would like some more information about
how to get involved in any of our groups, email
one of our team at groups@renewalcc.com or
call us on 0121 711 7300.
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Together Groups
Can we have a marriage that is
‘alive and kicking’ – even amidst the
stress and busyness of life? How do
we make a good marriage great?
Together is a nine-session group
that tackles these questions. Each
session covers a separate topic
and includes discussion questions
appropriate for a group setting.
Private issues are kept for couples
to discuss at a separate ‘Couple
Time’ between the sessions. To find
out more and join a Together group
email groups@renewalcc.com.

Golf Society

If you enjoy a round of golf,
the Renewal Golf Society meets
once a month, from March to
October, to hit the fairways.
Everyone is welcome; whatever
your ability, we are sure you will
enjoy the challenge!
We meet on Saturdays at around
11AM for tea, coffee and a bacon
roll. Our start times vary, depending
on the venue or competition. We
look forward to seeing you.
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Mountain Walking Group
The Renewal Mountain Walking
Group offers a great way to meet
new people. It’s a great experience,
creating many memories and
forming lasting friendships, whilst
enjoying an exhilarating walk in the
great outdoors.
We meet on the second Saturday
of the month, travelling to various
mountain locations. Everyone is
welcome - see below for how to
get involved and to find out our
expectations and requirements.

Our upcoming walks
11th January - Malverns
8th February - Peak District
14th March - Peak District
11th April - TBC*
*If you get in touch, we’ll keep you
up to date with all our Mountain
Walk locations.

Renewal Ramblers
Renewal Ramblers provides great
opportunities to meet new people
and re-charge your batteries after
a stressful week. We get together
for a leisurely walk along farmland
tracks, country lanes, woodland
trails, the odd bit of bog and the
occasional stile. The group is for
everyone and we welcome families,
friends and dogs!

Get involved

If you would like some more information about
how to get involved in any of our groups, email
one of our team at groups@renewalcc.com or
call us on 0121 711 7300.
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