
Message Series: Seven 

Message Title: Rebel 

Key Scripture:  
1 Samuel 15:10–22 
Other Scriptures: 1 Samuel 8, 13:14, Matthew 8:8–9, 22:21 

Theme 
7: the less deadly sins.  

Why? We are wanting to be the authentic church that God calls of us, so we can in 
contrast, witness to the world.  

— it is easy to make distinctions when it comes to sin. Despite the obvious 
consequences of certain actions, ultimately, the Bible doesn't really categorise, but 
warns that doing whatever we feel like doing is not a free life.  

Our trouble is often because we excuse, or minimise, our own sin, the sin that is in us. 
Whatever we commit we must realise it is no less deadly. We are aiming to become 
more and more like Jesus, not legalistic nit picking, or under compulsion or guilt but 
who we are becoming! 

Message Summary 
To be the authentic witness to this world and become more like Jesus we are to 
recover, learn and practice an obedient spirit. We don't enjoy discussing the issue of 
authority even though we deal with it every day. We translate it as being told what to 
do told how to live. Resentment and rebellion to authority is ironic because none of us 
know what to do all of the time! If you serve God you must handle any responsibility 
that he gives you, learn to be trustworthy is learning to be obedient and to be ‘IN’ 
authority is learning how to be ‘Under’ authority. 

Whole Group Questions 
• Think & Talk: How can we be partial in our obedience?  
• What areas of our lives do we ONLY DO what we feel like doing and refuse to do 

what we dislike doing? 
• Who, or what, are your biggest influences? Can we recapture the spirit of 

Obedience?  

How does applying this message affect our: 

Fellowship – experiencing healthy relationships with other people 
In a world of individualism how do we put the needs of others before ourselves?  

Discipleship – growing in Christ both cognitively and experientially 
Together as a GROUP how are we submitting to the authority of the church? To the 
vision? How do we serve one another in reverence to Christ? What is Jesus’ example 
of obedient service and where can I grow to become more like Him? 



Ministry – Discovering and using our God-given gifts and abilities 
Can I assess where I am IN authority and where I am under authority? In life, church, 
work, relationships? What does it mean to  

Evangelism – Reaching out and sharing the love of Christ with unbelievers 
Challenge: to live in such obedient ways that people see a marked difference in how 
we live and act.  

Worship – Surrendering our heart and life to Christ on an ongoing basis 
A spirit of obedience helps us hear the voice of God.  

God desires obedience not sacrifice.  

Our obedience can lead to a heart full of praise. What would you praise God for 
because of your deep love for Him?  


